
























































“When you talk about things like addiction and 

family abuse, elder abuse, sexual abuse, suicide 

and all the different forms of abuse we seem to 

be experiencing, it’s all based on the original 

violence….churches and governments made us 

believe that the way we are today is the Dene

way. It isn’t. That is not the Dene culture.”

Roy Fabian, Hay River NWT
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Excerpts from Rt. Honorable Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s Apology to the Aboriginal People 

of Canada

June 11, 2008

Apology from the Government of 

Canada
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“In the 1870s, the federal government, partly in order to meet 

its obligations to educate aboriginal children, began to play a 
role in the development and administration of these schools.

Two primary objectives of the residential school system were 
to remove and isolate children from the influence of their 
homes, families, traditions and cultures, and to assimilate 
them into the dominant culture.

These objectives were based on the assumption that 
aboriginal cultures and spiritual beliefs were inferior and 

unequal.

Indeed, some sought, as was infamously said, “to kill the 
Indian in the child”. 31



“Most schools were operated as joint ventures with Anglican,

Catholic, Presbyterian and United churches.

The Government of Canada built an educational system in 

which very young children were often forcibly removed from 

their homes and often taken far from their communities.

Many were inadequately fed, clothed and housed. All were

deprived of the care and nurturing of their parents, 
grandparents and communities.

First nations, Inuit and Métis languages and cultural 
practices were prohibited in these schools.

Tragically, some of these children died while attending 
residential schools, and others never returned home”.
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“The government now recognizes that the consequences of the

Indian residential schools policy were profoundly negative and that
this policy has had a lasting and damaging impact on 
aboriginal culture, heritage and language.

While some former students have spoken positively about their
experiences at residential schools, these stories are far 
overshadowed by tragic accounts of the emotional, physical 
and sexual abuse and neglect of helpless children, and their 
separation from powerless families and communities.

The legacy of Indian residential schools has contributed to social
problems that continue to exist in many communities today”.
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Excerpt from Mr. Stephen 

Dion’s Speech, June 11, 

2008 
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“For too long, Canadian governments chose denial over truth, 
and when confronted with the weight of truth, chose silence. 

For too long, Canadian governments refused to 
acknowledge their direct role in creating the residential 
schools system and perpetrating their dark and insidious 
goal of wiping out Aboriginal identity and culture.

For too long, Canadian governments chose to ignore the 

consequences of this tragedy instead of trying to understand 
them so that the suffering of first nations, Métis and Inuit 

communities continues to this day.
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Let me quote the damning verdict of the 1996 Royal 

Commission on Aboriginal Peoples:

With very few exceptions, neither senior departmental 

officials nor churchmen nor members of Parliament 

raised their voices against the assumptions that 

underlay the [residential schools] system or its abusive 

character. And, of course, the memory did not and has not 

faded. It has persisted, festered and become a sorrowful

monument—”
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Impacts of Colonial Policies:

�Loss of Culture

�Loss of Language

�Loss of Heritage

�Loss of Identity

�Loss of Parenting Skills

�Intergenerational Family Violence

�Loss of land & livelihood

�Loss of self control & Self determination
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Continued Colonial Policies:

• Child welfare system

• Cognitive imperialism: Western 

knowledge and education 
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Aboriginal peoples historically and to the present day have 
really not been full participants in the nation state called 
Canada. As the political economy of Canada evolved, it 
became necessary to dislocate Aboriginal peoples from their 
traditional land and their way of life in order to make way for 
settler societies. That is not my opinion: it is a matter of fact. 
The process of dislocation as a result of colonization meant that 

many Aboriginal people and communities were socially excluded 
from Canada. This led to marginalization in education and 

employment, housing, health care and many other services. This in 

turn, effectively created a two-tiered society in Canada – one 

standard for Canadians as a whole and another standard for 

Aboriginal peoples.

Jeff Reading, Professor and Director, Centre for Aboriginal Health Research, 26 March 

2009.
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Aboriginal Peoples Today
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Part 2.  Demography, Health 

Determinants and Health Status of 

Aboriginal People.
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Population Reporting Aboriginal Ancestry Origin, 
Canada, 1901 - 2006 
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Age distribution of Aboriginal identity and 

non-Aboriginal identity populations,
Canada, 2006

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 43




